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In an April 17 interview with PRENSA LATINA, former president of the Dominican Republic, Juan
Bosch, said the government of President Jose Joaquin Balaguer is fueling domestic inflation by its
policy of progressive devaluation of the national currency. Next, he criticized the government's
response to the sugar market crisis. Bosch said the Rio Haina sugar mill, the country's largest, is
handing over large portions of land to foreign companies for pineapple cultivation. Such actions,
he claimed, will only exacerbate the unemployment problem, since pineapple production requires
much less labor than sugar. Another example of government policy which is contrary to the
national interest, according to Bosch, is the sale of land parcels to foreign investors. He said that
the state sugar council, which administers the Haina sugar mill and all other sugar processing
plants, received 570 million pesos from the government some $177 million in the parallel market
to purchase land and sell it for US dollars to foreign investors. Only 10 of the country's 16 sugar
mills are operating at present. Next, the former president criticized the government's "ineffective
policies" in dealing with the balance of payments situation. An example in this regard, said Bosch,
was the administration's failure to limit or preclude the expenditure of at least $2 billion per year on
imported automobiles and luxury consumption goods.
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